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SOCIAL HYGIENE DAY SET FOR APRIL 23 Labor Organization 


Theme of the 22nd annual Social 
Hygiene Day, to be observed on Wed- 
nesday, April 23, is: “Community ac- 
tion to strengthen the _ individual 
family and to create and sustain a 
socially healthy environment that will 
support good family life.” 


Commenting on this theme, and on 
the slogan for Social Hygiene Day— 
Prevent Family Breakdown—T. Lefoy 
Richman, ASHA’s acting executive di- 
rector, said: “Our focus this year is 
on prevention of family breakdown, 
because with the experience of another 
year in the field, we are more than 
ever convinced that the solution to the 


social problems that are besetting our 
communities lies in strengthening the 
ability of parents to provide a good 
family life for their children.” 


Purpose of Social Hygiene Day is 
to turn the spotlight of public knowl- 
edge on the current problems which 
are the concern of social hygiene as 
they affect the families in each com- 
munity, and also as they affect the 
social environment in which these 
families live. 

“The aim of Social Hygiene Day,” 
said Mr. Richman, “is to enlist wide- 
spread citizen support of action pro- 


(Continued on page 2) 


Signing the memorandum of understanding between ASHA and the National 
AFL-CIO Community Services Committee are Philip R. Mather (left), ASHA 


president, and Leo Perlis, director of the AFL-CIO committee. 
Hyning, ASHA executive director, observes the proceedings. 


Conrad Van 


Signs ASHA Pact 


The American Social Hygiene As- 
sociation and the National AFL-CIO 
Community Services Committee have 
agreed upon proposals designed to 
strengthen federated fund-raising as 
the “best method of support of all vol- 
untary health and welfare agencies.” 

A formal memorandum of under- 
standing between the two organiza- 
tions was signed on March 6 by Leo 
Perlis, national director of the AFL- 
CIO Community Services Committee, 
and Philip R. Mather, ASHA presi- 
dent. 

“The National AFL-CIO Community 
Services Committee and the American 
Social Hygiene Association,” the mem- 
orandum states, “have a mutual inter- 
est in strengthening and fostering the 
health and welfare of American fam- 
ilies and wish to cooperate effectively 
with each other in the development 
of research, education and community 
service programs toward these ends 
insofar as they are properly within 
the area of interest and scope of com- 
petence of both groups.” 

The memorandum also states that 
ASHA will encourage its affiliates to 
place on their policy boards and com- 
mittees representatives of organized 
labor. 

The Community Services Commit- 
tee agreed to support the annual 
ASHA appeal through all United 
Community Campaigns across the 
country and to urge AFL-CIO mem- 
bers to support ASHA’s independent 
campaigns. 

According to the memorandum, 
“the AFL-CIO Community Services 
Committee and ASHA are willing to 
consider sympathetically a proposal 
designed to bring together the major 
national voluntary health agencies in 
a joint fund-raising effort through the 
possible establishment of a National 
Health Fund.” 
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Christian Herald 
Tells ASHA Story 


The story of ASHA’s long crusade 
against organized prostitution and vice 
in Galveston, Texas, is told in the 
March issue of the Christian Herald, 
in an article entitled “The Subject 
People Don’t Talk About.” 

Written by Willard Keane, the arti- 
cle delineates the successful efforts of 
Howard M. Slutes, ASHA’s southwest 
regional director, and a number of 
Galveston civic leaders in finally rid- 
ding the city of houses of prostitution 
and their operators. The contributions 
of Attorney General Will Wilson, of 
Texas, were also of great value in mo- 
bilizing public sentiment. 

In a letter to ASHA dated August 
8, 1957, Mr. Wilson said: “I am writ- 
ing to express to you and your or- 
ganization my personal appreciation 
for the aid extended to this office in 
regard to the current work we are 
doing in the Galveston area in the field 
of fighting prostitution and other 
vices.” 

The Christian Herald article also 
mentioned the work of the Associa- 
tion in the control of prostitution and 
venereal disease in other parts of the 
country. 


Association To Sponsor 
Program At Conference 


“A Community-wide Approach to 
Strengthening the Family by Educa- 
tional Methods” is the subject of a 
panel discussion to be sponsored by 
ASHA at the forthcoming Annual 
Forum of the National Conference on 
Social Welfare, in Chicago, from May 
11 to 16. 

Chairman for the discussion will be 
Dean Miriam A. Shelden, of the Uni- 
versity of Illinois. Other members of 
the panel include: Mr. Rothe Hilger, 
executive director of the Family Ser- 
vice Society, Hartford, Conn.; Dr, Rob- 
ert F. Rutherford, director, School of 
Social Work, Simmons College, Bos- 
ton; and Mrs. Elizabeth S. Force, 
ASHA family life education con- 
sultant. 

The members of the panel plan to 
discuss ways in which case-work 
agencies, group work agencies and the 
schools, with the leadership of the 
Community Welfare Council, can make 
family life education an effective force 
in strengthening the family life of the 
community. 


New VD Statistics 


The fifth annual Joint Statement on 
the Venereal Diseases, published by 
ASHA, the Association of State and 
Territorial Health Officers, and the 
American Venereal Disease Associa- 
tion, is replete with interesting sta- 
tistics in addition to those published 
in the March issue of Social Hygiene 
News. 


The most notable change in the re- 
porting of syphilis during 1957 is the 
increase of 10,663 cases in the late 
and late latent category. 25 states of 
the U. S. show increases in the re- 
ported rate of cases in this particular 
category. 

The rate of total cases of reported 
syphilis in 1957 was 82.3 cases per 
100,000 population. 

Reported cases of primary and sec- 
ondary syphilis in 1957 total 6,283, 
representing 474 fewer cases in this 
category than were reported the pre- 
vious year. 

Since 1953 the number of states re- 
porting increases in gonorrhea over 
previous years has varied from 15 to 
17. In 1957, 18 states show increases 
over 1956 in the number of reported 
cases of this disease. 17 states reported 
a downward trend over the past five 
years in gonorrhea morbidity; 22 states 
reported no change; and states re- 
perted an upward trend. Sy 
_ 20 states, 1 territory and 17 cities 
reported outbreaks or epidemics of 
venereal disease. 

16 states, 1 territory and 5 cities re- 
ported that they do not have diagnostic 
and treatment facilities sufficient to 
meet current needs. 


Asked if Federal VD grants would 
be necessary to fulfill the needs of 
VD control in their areas in 1959, 39 
states and 46 cities answered in the af- 
firmative. 

The Joint Statement recommends a 
Federal outlay of $5,700,000 for VD 
control, 
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ASHA Organizes 
New Project 


A new regional project in family 
life education has been established ty 
ASHA in cooperation with leading 
educators of a four-state region in- 
cluding Colorado, Kansas, Missouri 
and Nebraska, it was announced by 
Conrad Van Hyning, ASHA executive 
director. 

The new project, which is the fourth 
ASHA-sponsored project in family life 
education established since 1953, was 
decided upon by a newly-formed ad- 
visory committee which met in Kansas 
City on February 15 and 16. Funds for 
the project are provided by the Nancy 
Reynolds Bagley Foundation, which 
has also financed the other three fam- 
ily life education projects in the Mid- 
west, the Central Atlantic area, and 
New England. 

Coordinator for the new project, 
which will be called the Middle States 
Family Life Project, is Dr. Warren C. 
Lovinger, president of Central Mis- 
souri State College, Warrensburg, 
Missouri. Dr. Lovinger is also a mem- 
ber of ASHA’s Education Advisory 
Committee. 

Dr. Lovinger stated that the proj- 
ect’s first priority would be the promo- 
tion of family life education on the 
teacher-training level. He said that 
initial steps in the development of the 
project will be: A survey of what is 
now being done in the field of family 
life education in the area’s teachers col- 
leges, and the seleetion of professional 
consultants to provide information on 
the best methods for the preparation 
of present and prospective teachers in 
family life education. 


Social Hygiene Day 
(Continued from page 1) 


grams to eliminate these problems and 
to initiate constructive programs 
which will develop strong family life 
and socially healthy communities.” 

Special activities planned to mark 
the annual observance and its em- 
phasis on preventive action include: 
. . . Special events scheduled by 
ASHA affiliates and _ participating 
members. 

. . Radio and television spot an- 

nouncements and panel discussions. 

. . . Newspaper features, editorials 
and advertisements. 

. . . Governors’ proclamations en- 
dorsing Social Hygiene Day. 
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PEOPLE AND PLACES 


The Iowa Council on Family Rela- 
tions sponsored the first marriage 
counseling workshop to be held in 
Iowa on March 20-21, according to Dr. 
David Fulcomer, president of the 
Council and an ASHA family life edu- 
cation consultant. ... The State Teach- 
ers College at Minot, N. D., has sched- 
uled a workship in family life educa- 
tion from June 30 through July 5, 1958. 
The workshop will be under the direc- 
tion of Mrs. Beatrice Zimmerman, and 
will be offered in cooperation with 
ASHA’s Midwest Project on Education 
for Personal and Family Living... . 
The Kansas City Social Hygiene So- 
ciety, at the invitation of Dr. Esther 
E. Prevey, director of the Department 
of Family Life Education of the Kan- 
sas City Public Schools, is sponsoring 
a series of family life education pro- 
grams in a number of Kansas high 
schools. .. . Charles Messner, associate 
director of ASHA’s Division of Educa- 
tion, recently met with school officials 
in both Baltimore and Washington in 
order to help plan family life educa- 
tion programs in the junior and senior 
high schools of the respective cities. 
. . . The Social Hygiene and Mental 


Health Association of Birmingham, 
Alabama, recently elected the follow- 
ing officers to serve during 1958: Dr. 
Allen N. Koplin, president; Fred W. 
Nichols, first vice-president; the Rev. 
Alfred W. Hobart, second vice-presi- 
dent; and Mrs. C. W. Temerson, treas- 
urer. Mrs. Vera Bruhn is director of 
this association. . .. William J. Petrus, 
ASHA’s Midwest regional director, re- 
cently participated in two television 
programs with Mayor R. Vance 
Hartke, of Evansville, Indiana, The 
programs emphasized discussions of 
various aspects of social hygiene... . 
Dr. Ellis F. White, director of ASHA’s 
Division of Education, recently com- 
pleted a trip which took him to St. 
Louis, Chicago and Washington to at- 
tend the annual meetings of the Ameri- 
can Association of School Administra- 
tors, the American Association of Col- 
leges for Teacher Education, and an 
ASHA-sponsored family life education 
meeting in Washington. ... Frank 
McFall, ASHA regional director for 
the Southeast, addressed the Exchange 
Club of Atlanta, Georgia, on March 5. 
In his talk Mr. McFall described the 
Association’s program and activities. 


Family Life Consultant 
Provides Community Help 


Mrs. Elizabeth S. Force, ASHA con- 
sultant on family life education, spent 
the week of February 2-8 in Charlotte, 
N. C., providing consultant services to 
the teachers and administrators of the 
public schools. 

The purposes of Mrs. Force’s work 
in Charlotte were: To interpret the 
meaning of family life education to 
the community, school personnel and 
parent education teachers; to clarify 
some of the problems facing teachers 
and principals in handling various as- 
pects of family life education; to re- 
direct and strengthen the family life 
program in the schools; and to make 
recommendations for improvement of 
present activities. 

In addition to her work with indi- 
vidual schools, Mrs. Force addressed 
a community meeting sponsored by the 
PTA and the Family Life Counsel, 
conducted five clinic meetings, and 
held numerous personal consultations. 


Episcopal Bishop Joins 
International Committee 


The Rt. Rev. David E. Richards, 
Missionary Bishop of Central America 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church, 
was recently appointed as a new mem- 
ber of ASHA’s International Advisory 
Committee. Bishop Richards was al- 
ready a member of the Association’s 
Board of Directors. 

Prior to his election as first Mis- 
sionary Bishop last September, Bishop 
Richards had been for six years Suf- 
fragan Bishop of Albany, N. Y. 

Born in Scranton, Pa., in 1921, 
Bishop Richards’ attended public 
schools in Scranton, and graduated 
from Lehigh University in 1942. He 
was graduated from General Theo- 
logical Seminary, New York City, in 
1945 and was then assigned by the 
Overseas Department of the National 
Council of the Episcopal Church to 
the Missionary District of the Panama 
Canal Zone. 


Armed Forces Day 


Armed Forces Day for 1958 has been 
set for Saturday, May 17, according 
to an announcement by the Depart- 
ment of Defense. The program for 
Armed Forces Day will open on May 
10 and continue through May 18. 

Slogan for this year’s observance 
will be “Power for Peace,’ and the 
principal emphasis will be placed on 
the relationship between the national 
strength of the United States and the 
nation’s peaceful aspirations. 


The Defense Department announce- 
ment states that public exhibits will 
be presented in some 3,000 communi- 
ties, with approximately a half million 
members of the Armed Forces parti- 
cipating in some 500 separate parades. 


Mental Health Week 


The tenth annual observance of 
Mental Health Week will take place 
April 27-May 3, under the direction of 
the National Association for Mental 
Health, which co-sponsors the event 
annually with the National Institute 
for Mental Health, U. S. Department 
of Health, Education and Welfare. 


The theme for the 1958 observance 
is ‘‘With Your Help, the Mentally Ill 
Can Come Back,” stressing the hope- 
ful outlook for mentally sick people, 
as well as the need for citizen action 
on their behalf. 

Many ASHA affiliates will wish to 
participate in this observance. 


New Brochure Published 


A new pamphlet describing the pro- 
gram, services and activities of ASHA 
was published during March, and is 
now available either in single copies 
or in quantity. 

The descriptive brochure is in an- 
swer to a number of requests by affili- 
ate executives and other individuals 
for literature describing what ASHA 
is and does, Title of the pamphlet is, 
“The American Social Hygiene Asso- 
ciation—Program, Services, Activi- 
ties.” 

Copies of the new publication can 
be obtained from: Division of Public 
Information, American Social Hygiene 
Association, 1790 Broadway, New 
York 19, N. Y. 
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New Social Hygiene Ideas 
Presented In Hudson Book 


E. Herndon Hudson, M.D., of Mil- 
waukee, Wis., and long an authority on 
the venereal diseases, is the author of 
a new treatise to be published this 
spring. Tentative title of Dr. Hudson’s 


book is: “Non-Venereal Syphilis—A 
Sociological and Medical Study of 
Bejel.”’ 


With the permission of Dr. Hudson 
and his publishers, Williams and Wil- 
kins, Baltimore, Md., we are privi- 
leged to publish herewith some por- 
tions of the final chapter of this vol- 
ume, entitled ‘“‘A New Social Hygiene.” 


“In the foregoing discussion of tre- 
ponematosis we have attempted to 
show that it has only one parasite 
and is therefore only one disease. To 
the sociologist as well as the physician 
the implications of this concept should 
be stimulating. It should no longer 
be possible to think complacently of 
yaws as a mere tropical disease in dis- 
tant under-developed countries. Social 
workers, the Press, and the general 
public will have to be told that the 
yaws of primitive people is the coun- 
terpart of syphilis, caused by the same 
parasite as our venereal disease, and 
intimately concerned with questions 
of public health. 


“We shall have to think in terms of 
a world-wide disease that may spread 
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from one region to another, and that 
in so doing may change in character 
from non-venereal to venereal. For 
example, when Europe and the Amer- 
icas in time past were invaded by 
yaws from Africa, it developed into 
venereal syphilis when confronted by 
a different and more hygienic social 
environment. And paradoxically, the 
corollary is that while the prevalence 
of yaws is being reduced in tropical 
countries by treatment, industrializa- 
tion, economic improvement, and the 
elevation of living standards, condi- 
tions will increasingly favor the trans- 
formation of the childhood infection 
into the adult venereal disease. Cur- 
ing the children of their yaws is a 
praiseworthy objective, but this will 
be only the beginning of the fight 
against treponematosis in those coun- 
tries. 

“Public health specialists who hope 
to ‘build out’ syphilis from modern 
society by new techniques of treat- 
ment, case finding, legislation, and 
education will realize that unless par- 
allel action is taken against yaws, new 
foci of syphilis will grow out of con- 
tacts through seafarers, travellers, 
labor importations and social migra- 
tion. The fact will have to be recog- 
nized that the flow from yaws to 
syphilis is not only a geographical 
phenomenon, moving from torrid to 
temperate zones, but also a local one 
from rural areas into towns. 

“In Western civilization the linkage 
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of syphilis and sex is an obstacle to 
free consideration of the disease, and 
even today people remain embarrassed 
in the presence of the word. This is 
a mass conditioned reflex and it is 
hard to get people to think of syphilis 
objectively—as they do, say, heart 
disease—because the association of 
syphilis with shame is embedded in 
the subconscious and emotional levels 
of their minds.” 

Dr. Hudson maintains, in conclu- 
sion, that “a new chapter in social 
hygiene could well be written which 
would bring in a new era of public 
understanding. With the reduction of 
the shame component in the public 
concept of syphilis would come an 
increase in the frankness and dignity 
of public discussion of treponematosis, 
and social hygiene as an instrument of 
public welfare would be relieved of 
an unfair burden of veiled reticence. 
Can this sociological approach de-sen- 
sitize public thinking about syphilis 
and remove the cynicism that colors 
the present attitude of physician and 
laity alike?” 

Taking a look at medicine and so- 
cial science, Dr. Hudson writes: “It is 
appropriate . . . that these two sci- 
ences should join forces in a new ap- 
proach to the social hygiene aspect of 
treponematosis, a disease that threat- 
ens the individual, it is true, but in 
addition reflects so clearly in its vari- 
ous forms man’s physical, societal and 
cultural environment.” 
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